
Addressing the Scourge of Electoral Violence
in Sub-Saharan Africa: An Exploration of
Causes and Solutions
Electoral violence is a major threat to democracy and stability in Sub-
Saharan Africa. It can take many forms, including intimidation, harassment,
assault, and even murder. Electoral violence can occur before, during, or
after elections, and it can have a devastating impact on the electoral
process.
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In recent years, there have been a number of high-profile cases of electoral
violence in Sub-Saharan Africa. In 2017, for example, more than 50 people
were killed in post-election violence in Kenya. In 2018, the Democratic
Republic of Congo was rocked by violence after the presidential election,
with reports of widespread killings, rapes, and disappearances.
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Electoral violence is a complex issue with a variety of causes. Some of the
most common factors that contribute to electoral violence include:

Weak institutions

Lack of trust in the electoral process

Political polarization

Economic inequality

History of conflict

Electoral violence can have a devastating impact on the electoral process.
It can deter people from voting, disrupt the counting of votes, and
undermine the legitimacy of the election results. Electoral violence can also
lead to long-term instability and conflict.

There is a need for urgent action to address the scourge of electoral
violence in Sub-Saharan Africa. A number of solutions have been
proposed, including:

Strengthening institutions

Promoting trust in the electoral process

Reducing political polarization

Addressing economic inequality

Promoting peace and reconciliation

Addressing electoral violence is a complex challenge, but it is essential for
the development of democracy and stability in Sub-Saharan Africa. By



working together, we can create a future where elections are free, fair, and
peaceful.

Causes of Electoral Violence

There are a number of factors that can contribute to electoral violence.
Some of the most common causes include:

Weak institutions: Weak institutions, such as the police and judiciary,
are unable to prevent or respond effectively to electoral violence. This
can create a climate of impunity, in which perpetrators of violence are
not held accountable for their actions.

Lack of trust in the electoral process: When people do not trust the
electoral process, they are more likely to resort to violence to express
their grievances. This lack of trust can be caused by a number of
factors, such as a history of electoral fraud or manipulation.

Political polarization: Political polarization can lead to tension and
conflict between different groups in society. This tension can spill over
into electoral violence, as each group tries to assert its dominance
over the other.

Economic inequality: Economic inequality can create a sense of
frustration and resentment among those who feel that they are not
benefiting from the country's economic growth. This frustration can
lead to violence, as people try to express their anger and frustration.

History of conflict: Countries with a history of conflict are more likely
to experience electoral violence. This is because conflict creates a
culture of violence and mistrust, which can make it difficult to hold
peaceful elections.



Impact of Electoral Violence

Electoral violence can have a devastating impact on the electoral process.
It can deter people from voting, disrupt the counting of votes, and
undermine the legitimacy of the election results. Electoral violence can also
lead to long-term instability and conflict.

Some of the specific impacts of electoral violence include:

Loss of life and injury: Electoral violence can lead to the death or
injury of innocent people.

Displacement of people: Electoral violence can force people to flee
their homes and communities.

Disruption of the electoral process: Electoral violence can disrupt
the counting of votes and undermine the legitimacy of the election
results.

Long-term instability and conflict: Electoral violence can lead to
long-term instability and conflict, as it can create a cycle of violence
and retribution.

Solutions to Electoral Violence

There are a number of solutions that can be implemented to address the
scourge of electoral violence in Sub-Saharan Africa. Some of the most
effective solutions include:

Strengthening institutions: Strengthening institutions, such as the
police and judiciary, is essential for preventing and responding to
electoral violence. This can be done by providing these institutions with
adequate resources and training.



Promoting trust in the electoral process: Promoting trust in the
electoral process is essential for reducing electoral violence. This can
be done by ensuring that elections are free, fair, and transparent.

Reducing political polarization: Reducing political polarization is
essential for creating a more conducive environment for peaceful
elections. This can be done by promoting dialogue and understanding
between different groups in society.

Addressing economic inequality: Addressing economic inequality is
essential for reducing the risk of electoral violence. This can be done
by implementing policies that promote inclusive economic growth.

Promoting peace and reconciliation: Promoting peace and
reconciliation is essential for creating a lasting solution to electoral
violence. This can be done by implementing programs that promote
dialogue and understanding between different groups in society.

Electoral violence is a major threat to democracy and stability in Sub-
Saharan Africa. It is a complex issue with a variety of causes. However,
there are a number of solutions that can be implemented to address this
pressing issue. By working together, we can create a future where elections
are free, fair, and peaceful.
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