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Woody Gap to Neel Gap: A Journey through Georgia's Wilderness

The Appalachian Trail, stretching from Georgia to Maine, is a legendary
thru-hike for adventurers worldwide. While the entire trail offers
unparalleled experiences, the section from Woody Gap to Neel Gap in
Georgia stands out as a must-hike for those seeking a shorter yet equally
rewarding journey.

This article serves as a comprehensive guide to this breathtaking section.
From trail conditions to camping tips, we'll cover everything you need to
plan your Appalachian Trail adventure in Georgia.

Trail Overview: Woody Gap to Neel Gap
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Distance: 89.9 miles

Elevation Gain: 20,100 feet

Elevation Loss: 20,000 feet

Estimated Time to Complete: 5-7 days
Difficulty: Moderate to challenging

Permits: Required for overnight camping in Georgia

Trail Highlights

Spectacular mountain views from Blood Mountain, Georgia's highest
peak

Lush forests, tumbling waterfalls, and sparkling creeks

Historic sites, including the ruins of Fort Mountain State Park
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= Abundant wildlife, including black bears, deer, and birds

=  Well-maintained shelters and campsites
Trail Conditions

The trail conditions vary throughout the section, ranging from well-graded
paths to rocky summits. Expect steep climbs and descents, especially in
the southern portion near Woody Gap. Stream crossings can be a
challenge during rainy seasons.

Camping and Accommodation

Backpacking and camping are the primary modes of accommodation along
the trail. There are several designated shelters and campsites spread
throughout the section, offering both primitive and developed options.

Reservations are strongly recommended for shelters, especially during
peak season. Alternative camping spots can be found in nearby towns or at
dispersed campsites along the trail.

Water and Food

Natural water sources are abundant along the trail, but it's advisable to
treat water before drinking. Carry a sufficient amount of water, especially
during the summer months.

Food can be Free Downloadd in nearby towns or at hiker-friendly
establishments along the trail. However, it's essential to pack high-calorie,
non-perishable snacks to sustain your energy levels.

Wildlife and Safety



The Appalachian Trail is home to a diverse range of wildlife, including black
bears, deer, snakes, and insects. Always be aware of your surroundings
and practice proper food storage to avoid attracting animals.

Follow Leave No Trace principles, respect the wildlife, and report any

unusual sightings to the park rangers.
Insider Tips for a Successful Hike

= Start your hike early in the morning or late afternoon to avoid the heat
and crowds.

=  Wear comfortable, well-broken-in hiking boots.

= Pack light but bring everything you need, including food, water, first aid
kit, map, and flashlight.

= Be prepared for all types of weather, including rain, cold, and heat.

= Hike with a buddy or group for safety and companionship.

= Let someone know your itinerary and expected return date.

= Respect the trail and other hikers. Leave no trace and follow all park
regulations.

<>

The Appalachian Trail from Woody Gap to Neel Gap is an unforgettable
journey through the untamed wilderness of Georgia. With its stunning
scenery, challenging terrain, and abundance of wildlife, this section offers
an unparalleled hiking experience for adventurers of all levels.

By following these tips and preparing adequately, you can embark on a
safe and rewarding thru-hike. May your journey be filled with awe-inspiring



moments and a profound appreciation for the beauty of nature.
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