
Behzti: Dishonour - A Modern Play that
Explores the Dark Side of Society
Synopsis

Step into the world of 'Behzti: Dishonour,' a powerful and evocative modern
play by Shazia Khan. This compelling drama unveils the hidden truths and
taboos surrounding honour killings, a tragic practice that continues to
plague certain cultures.
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The play follows the story of Amina, a young Pakistani woman who is
brutally murdered by her own family in the name of preserving their
"honour." As the community grapples with the aftermath of this senseless
tragedy, secrets and lies begin to unravel, exposing the deep-rooted
prejudices and misogyny that drive such atrocities.

Themes and Relevance
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'Behzti: Dishonour' tackles a range of critical themes that resonate with
contemporary society, including:

Honour and Shame: The play delves into the complex dynamics of
honour and shame in patriarchal societies, questioning the validity of
these concepts and their devastating consequences for women.

Women's Rights: The murder of Amina becomes a poignant symbol
of the ongoing struggle for women's rights and autonomy. The play
exposes the systemic oppression and violence faced by women in
many parts of the world.

Cultural Identity: 'Behzti: Dishonour' explores the complexities of
cultural identity, particularly within Pakistani society. The play raises
questions about the role of tradition, religion, and modernity in shaping
our values and beliefs.

Characters and Cast

The characters in 'Behzti: Dishonour' are richly developed and relatable.
Each portrays a distinct perspective on the play's themes, driving the
narrative forward with their complex motivations and conflicts:

Amina: The play's central character, a young woman whose death
becomes the catalyst for a social reckoning.

Imran: Amina's brother, who carries the weight of family expectations
and the guilt of his sister's murder.

Zarina: Amina's mother, a traditional Pakistani woman torn between
love for her daughter and loyalty to her husband.

Sikandar: Amina's husband, a man who conceals a dark secret.



The Chorus: A collective voice that represents the community's
collective guilt, shame, and fear.

Production and Acclaim

'Behzti: Dishonour' was first performed in 2013 at the Royal Court Theatre
in London, receiving critical acclaim for its powerful story and unflinching
portrayal of a sensitive societal issue. The play has since been translated
into several languages and performed internationally.

The play's author, Shazia Khan, is a renowned Pakistani playwright and
activist who has received numerous awards for her work. Khan's plays
have been praised for their thought-provoking insights and their
commitment to shedding light on social injustices.

'Behzti: Dishonour' is a powerful and moving modern play that confronts
society's dark underbelly, exposing the devastating consequences of
honour killings and the oppression of women. With its raw emotions,
thought-provoking themes, and unforgettable characters, this play is a
must-read for anyone seeking to understand the challenges facing our
world today.

Free Download your copy of 'Behzti: Dishonour' today and immerse
yourself in this gripping and unforgettable theatrical experience.
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