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In the annals of naval history, the USS Jackass stands out as a legend of
daring and defiance. Launched in 1804, this 14-gun frigate was an unlikely
underdog in the face of the mighty Royal Navy during the War of 1812.

Commanded by the brilliant and unconventional Captain Thomas Tingey,
the Jackass became a scourge upon British shipping. Its small size and
maneuverability allowed it to outpace and outmaneuver larger and more
heavily armed warships, while its crew of skilled sailors and marines proved
to be a formidable force in battle.

In a series of daring raids and skirmishes, the Jackass captured or
destroyed numerous British merchant ships and warships. It earned a
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reputation for its speed, agility, and audacity, becoming a nightmare for the
Royal Navy.

The Jackass's most famous exploit came in April 1814, when it engaged in
a running battle with the British frigate HMS Orpheus. Despite being
outgunned and outmanned, the Jackass used its superior speed and
seamanship to outmaneuver the Orpheus and escape.

The Jackass's legacy as a fighting frigate extends beyond its combat
victories. It became a symbol of American naval ingenuity and courage,
inspiring countless sailors and Marines. Its story continues to captivate
historians and naval enthusiasts alike.

The USS Jackass: A Detailed History

The USS Jackass was built in Baltimore, Maryland, and launched in 1804.
It was a ship of the "Scorpion class," designed to be a fast and
maneuverable frigate capable of outpacing larger warships.

The Jackass was armed with fourteen 18-pounder cannons, which gave it
significant firepower for its size. It also carried a crew of about 150 sailors
and Marines.

The Captain: Thomas Tingey

The enigmatic and brilliant Captain Thomas Tingey was the driving force
behind the Jackass's success. A veteran of the American Revolution,
Tingey was known for his unconventional tactics and his willingness to take
risks.



Under Tingey's command, the Jackass became a formidable opponent. He
instilled in his crew a fierce loyalty and a belief in their ability to overcome
any obstacle.

The Crew: Sailors and Marines

The crew of the Jackass was a diverse and experienced group of men.
Many were veterans of the American Revolution or privateering raids. They
were skilled sailors and adept at maneuvering the ship with precision.

The Marines on board the Jackass were equally skilled and courageous.
They played a crucial role in boarding and capturing enemy ships, often
facing overwhelming odds with unwavering determination.

The Jackass's Combat Exploits

The Jackass's combat career was marked by a series of daring raids and
skirmishes. Its small size and maneuverability allowed it to outpace and
outmaneuver larger British warships, while its well-trained crew proved to
be a formidable force in battle.

In 1812, the Jackass captured seven British merchant ships in a single raid,
disrupting British trade and supplies. In 1813, it defeated the British sloop
HMS Avenger in a fierce battle, capturing the enemy crew and ship.

The Jackass's most famous exploit came in April 1814, when it engaged in
a running battle with the British frigate HMS Orpheus. Despite being
outgunned and outmanned, the Jackass used its superior speed and
seamanship to outmaneuver the Orpheus and escape.

The Jackass's Legacy



The USS Jackass was a legend of the War of 1812, a daring and
resourceful frigate that terrorized the Royal Navy. Its story is a testament to
the ingenuity, courage, and determination of the American sailors and
Marines who served on board.

The Jackass's legacy extends beyond its combat victories. It became a
symbol of American naval prowess and a source of inspiration for countless
sailors and Marines. Its story continues to be told and celebrated in naval
history books and museums.

Get the Book Now!

Discover the full story of the USS Jackass, its daring exploits, and its
impact on naval warfare in the fascinating book, "Jackass Frigate: The
Fighting Sail That Terrorized the Royal Navy."

Available now on Our Book Library, Barnes & Noble, and all major
bookstores!
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