
The Complete Care Guide to African Sideneck
Turtles
African Sideneck Turtles (Pelusios subniger) are a popular species of turtle
among reptile enthusiasts. They are relatively easy to care for and make
great pets for those who are interested in learning more about turtles.

Habitat

African Sideneck Turtles are native to Africa, where they can be found in a
variety of habitats, including ponds, lakes, rivers, and swamps. They prefer
to live in areas with plenty of vegetation, which they use for hiding and
basking.
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When setting up a habitat for an African Sideneck Turtle, it is important to
provide them with a variety of areas to explore. This includes a land area, a
water area, and a basking area.
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Land area: The land area should be large enough for the turtle to
move around comfortably. It should also be furnished with plenty of
hiding places, such as plants, rocks, and logs.

Water area: The water area should be deep enough for the turtle to
swim and dive. It should also be clean and free of debris.

Basking area: The basking area should be a warm, dry place where
the turtle can go to dry off and warm up. It should be equipped with a
heat lamp and a UVB light.

Diet

African Sideneck Turtles are omnivores and will eat a variety of foods,
including insects, worms, fish, plants, and fruits. It is important to offer your
turtle a variety of foods to ensure that they are getting all the nutrients they
need.

Insects: Insects are a good source of protein for African Sideneck
Turtles. Some good choices include crickets, mealworms, and dubia
roaches.

Worms: Worms are another good source of protein for African
Sideneck Turtles. Some good choices include earthworms, red
wigglers, and wax worms.

Fish: Fish is a good source of protein and omega-3 fatty acids for
African Sideneck Turtles. Some good choices include minnows,
guppies, and goldfish.

Plants: Plants are a good source of fiber and vitamins for African
Sideneck Turtles. Some good choices include lettuce, kale, and



dandelion greens.

Fruits: Fruits are a good source of vitamins and minerals for African
Sideneck Turtles. Some good choices include apples, bananas, and
grapes.

Health

African Sideneck Turtles are generally healthy animals, but there are a few
health problems that they can develop. These include:

Respiratory infections: Respiratory infections are caused by bacteria
or viruses and can cause symptoms such as wheezing, coughing, and
sneezing.

Shell rot: Shell rot is a bacterial infection that can cause the turtle's
shell to become soft and discolored.

Vitamin A deficiency: Vitamin A deficiency can cause a variety of
health problems, including night blindness, skin problems, and
respiratory problems.

It is important to take your African Sideneck Turtle to the vet for regular
checkups to ensure that they are healthy.

Behavior

African Sideneck Turtles are shy and retiring animals. They are not typically
aggressive, but they will bite if they feel threatened.

African Sideneck Turtles are active during the day and they spend most of
their time basking, swimming, and exploring their environment.



African Sideneck Turtles are social animals and they do well when kept in
groups. However, it is important to introduce new turtles to the group slowly
and carefully to avoid fighting.

African Sideneck Turtles are a great choice for those who are interested in
learning more about turtles. They are relatively easy to care for and make
great pets for those who are willing to provide them with the proper habitat,
diet, and care.
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