
Top 12 Things To See And Do In Kyoto: Your
Ultimate Kyoto Travel Guide
Immerse yourself in the rich culture and stunning beauty of Kyoto, Japan,
with our comprehensive travel guide. From ancient temples to bustling
streets, discover 12 unmissable experiences that will leave you enchanted.
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1. Kiyomizu-dera Temple

Perched on a hillside overlooking the city, Kiyomizu-dera Temple offers
breathtaking views and a profound spiritual experience. Its iconic wooden
stage, supported by towering pillars, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Kiyomizu-dera Temple, a UNESCO World Heritage Site

2. Fushimi Inari Shrine

Step into a mystical world of thousands of vermilion torii gates at Fushimi
Inari Shrine. Hike along the atmospheric trails, leading to a mountaintop
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shrine, and experience the enchanting atmosphere of this ancient spiritual
site.

Fushimi Inari Shrine, known for its thousands of torii gates

3. Arashiyama Bamboo Forest

Take a tranquil walk through the mesmerizing Arashiyama Bamboo Forest.
Stroll along the rustling paths, surrounded by towering bamboo groves, and
soak in the serene atmosphere that has inspired artists and poets for
centuries.
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Arashiyama Bamboo Forest, a serene and inspiring natural wonder

4. Nishiki Market

Dive into the vibrant heart of Kyoto at Nishiki Market, a lively covered
market street. Explore countless stalls offering a tantalizing array of fresh
seafood, pickles, sweets, and traditional Japanese delicacies.
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Nishiki Market, a vibrant covered market street

5. Gion District

Step back in time in the charming Gion District, Kyoto's renowned geisha
district. Admire traditional wooden buildings lined with teahouses, wander
through cobblestone streets, and catch a glimpse of the elusive geisha.
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Gion District, Kyoto's renowned geisha district

6. Kinkaku-ji Temple (Golden Pavilion)

Marvel at the shimmering beauty of Kinkaku-ji Temple, also known as the
Golden Pavilion. Its iconic gold-leaf exterior reflects perfectly in the mirror
pond, creating an ethereal and unforgettable sight.
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Kinkaku-ji Temple, also known as the Golden Pavilion

7. Ginkaku-ji Temple (Silver Pavilion)

Discover the Zen simplicity of Ginkaku-ji Temple, also known as the Silver
Pavilion. In contrast to its golden counterpart, Ginkaku-ji is clad in rustic
silver leaf and surrounded by a serene garden.
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Ginkaku-ji Temple, also known as the Silver Pavilion

8. Heian Shrine

Step into a tranquil oasis at Heian Shrine, built to commemorate the 1100th
anniversary of Kyoto's founding. Explore its vast garden, admire its vibrant
vermilion structures, and witness traditional ceremonies that bring the past
to life.
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Heian Shrine, commemorating the 1100th anniversary of Kyoto's founding

9. Ryoan-ji Temple

Contemplate the enigmatic beauty of Ryoan-ji Temple's rock garden.
Fifteen enigmatic rocks are arranged in a bed of white gravel, inviting
visitors to find their own interpretations and experience the serenity of Zen
Buddhism.
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Ryoan-ji Temple's rock garden, inviting contemplation and serenity

10. Philosopher's Path

Take a peaceful stroll along Philosopher's Path, a charming canal lined with
cherry trees. In spring, the path transforms into a pink paradise, capturing
the hearts of locals and visitors alike.
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Philosopher's Path, a charming canal lined with cherry trees

11. Daitoku-ji Temple

Immerse yourself in the tranquility of Daitoku-ji Temple, a sprawling
complex of Zen temples. Wander through its serene gardens, visit its
historic buildings, and participate in Zen meditation sessions to experience
the essence of Japanese spirituality.
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Daitoku-ji Temple, a sprawling complex of Zen temples

12. Nishi Hongan-ji Temple

Explore the architectural marvel of Nishi Hongan-ji Temple, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Admire its imposing wooden structures, intricate
carvings, and vast courtyard, representing the grand scale of Japanese
temple architecture.
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