
What Is Curriculum Theory? Studies In
Curriculum Theory
Curriculum theory is the study of how curriculum is developed,
implemented, and evaluated. It is a field of study that has been around for
over a century, and it has undergone significant changes over time. In this
article, we will explore the history of curriculum theory, the different types of
curriculum theories, and the impact of curriculum theory on education.
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History of Curriculum Theory

The history of curriculum theory can be divided into three periods: the
traditional period, the progressive period, and the modern period.

The traditional period of curriculum theory lasted from the late 19th century
to the early 20th century. During this period, curriculum theory was
dominated by the ideas of classical education. Classical education
emphasized the study of the classics, such as Greek and Latin literature,
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and the development of intellectual skills. The curriculum was designed to
prepare students for university and for careers in the professions.

The progressive period of curriculum theory lasted from the early 20th
century to the mid-20th century. During this period, curriculum theory was
influenced by the ideas of progressive education. Progressive education
emphasized the importance of child-centered learning and the development
of the whole child. The curriculum was designed to provide students with a
broad range of experiences and to help them develop their critical thinking
skills.

The modern period of curriculum theory began in the mid-20th century and
continues to the present day. During this period, curriculum theory has
been influenced by a wide range of ideas, including the ideas of social
reconstructionism, critical theory, and postmodernism. Social
reconstructionism emphasizes the importance of education for social
change. Critical theory emphasizes the importance of understanding the
role of power and oppression in education. Postmodernism emphasizes the
importance of deconstructing traditional notions of truth and knowledge.

Types of Curriculum Theories

There are many different types of curriculum theories, each with its own
unique perspective on curriculum development, implementation, and
evaluation. Some of the most common types of curriculum theories include:

Classical curriculum theory

Progressive curriculum theory

Social reconstructionism curriculum theory



Critical theory curriculum theory

Postmodern curriculum theory

Each of these curriculum theories has its own strengths and weaknesses.
The best curriculum theory for a particular school or district will depend on
the specific needs of the students and the community.

Impact of Curriculum Theory on Education

Curriculum theory has a significant impact on education. The type of
curriculum theory that is used in a school or district will shape the way that
students learn and the way that teachers teach. Curriculum theory can also
influence the way that schools are organized and the way that educational
policy is developed.

Curriculum theory is a complex and ever-changing field of study. However,
it is an essential field of study for anyone who is interested in
understanding the role of education in society.

Curriculum theory is a fascinating and important field of study. It provides
us with a way to understand the history of education, the different ways that
curriculum can be developed, implemented, and evaluated
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